ANTIDEMOCRATIC POPULAR MOVEMENTS

way, from the Communist party in eastern Germany, which is a
catch-all party comprising a very large sector of nonwage-
earners, of managers, even of businessmen, of civil servants, etc.
Now, the western Communist party has considerably declined.
Again I do not want to bother you with figures; let me only
recall that its voting strengths declined from about 15.6 per
cent in 1932 to 5.7 per cent in the last elections and that the
membership by now is probably not higher than about 150,000
in all western Germany.

This again is not a very real figure; neither the voting strength
nor the membership figure is actually a sufficient criterion for
Communist strength, because we have seen that in emergency
situations the Communist strength is vitally affected by other
groups outside the rank and file and the regular voters which the
party can attract to its program in such an emergency situation.
More serious than the decline in membership and voting
strength is, first, the decline in the key positions of the labor
movement itself. The Communists are by now almost entirely
out of the key positions in the trade-unions and have lost most
of their influence in the works councils. Moreover, there are
serious dissensions within the Communist ranks. All these dis-
sensions are now summarized under the head of "Titoism,"
which is, of course, mere nonsense, because the dissenting Com-
munist functionaries and workers do not care a fig about Tito.
We may assume that most of the discord and dissension stems
from the present National Front policy of the Communist party
and from the complete identification of the party with the
U.S.S.R. and with Soviet policy. In western Germany the party
still relies, or at least up to a short time ago has relied, on pre-
1933 functionaries who resented more and more the increasing
subordination of the class-struggle theme to the theme of "na-
tional liberation/' and the party is just now in the process of
either weeding out these dissenting functionaries altogether or
at least putting them into positions in which they cannot do
any harm. Therefore, in view of the decline in the labor move-
ment, dissent in its own ranks, and the unpopularity of tfee
party's identification with Soviet policy, the Communist pros-
pects in Germany are negative for quite some time to coa&e.